
OK Fellow Singers, this Fri-
day is the Casa Grande 
Road Show.  We will be 
singing at the Paramount 
Theatre and this should be a 
lot of fun!! 

Our Director has stated that 
he wants you at the theater 
In uniform (less Tux Jacket) 
at 5:30PM, at the Latest.   
That doesnôt mean show up 
in Levis with a McDonalds 
sack lunch and then sit in 
the audience and watch the 
chorus warm up. 

It means on the risers, on 
stage, in uniform at 5:30 and 
you should take advantage 
of the 45 minute drive and 
get those voices warmed up. 

We donôt know how big this 
show will be attendance 
wise but we know that Casa 
Grande is a good second 
market for Mesa.  The thea-
tre fits our style of music and 
the venue is too small for our 
brothers at SOP and Sisters 
at Scottsdale SA.  So we 
should own the venue for the 
future.   If we ever get to the 
point where we have more 
income then our general 
operating expenses then we 
might be able to buy uni-
forms for the members next 
time. 

Remember, if you have 
friends then invite them to be 
there for the 7pm show. 

I will show a map of the facil-
ity later on in this bulleting 
but 5:30pm means you will 

be traveling with rush our 
traffic on the freeway so 
plan on it and be their on 
time. 

Not only do we need to 
warm up properly and do 
some brief memory run 
through but we also need 
to practice how to get on 
and off the stage in an 
organized fashion since 
there will be NO curtain. 
Bob Shaffer will again be 

our MC and Randy Bingel will 
be assisting as Stage Manager 
and herding the cattle on and 
off the stage in a timely man-
ner. 

There replaces to eat just 
across the street from the  
theatre so you can come a little 
early and grab a bite. 

See You There!! 

Casa Grand Show  
This Friday  

 

T
h

e
 T

O
R

C
H

 N
e
w

s
le

tt
e

r
 

M
E

S
A

 
L

A
M

P
L

I
G

H
T

E
R

 
C

H
OR

U
S

 
Volume 1 Issue  25 

October 22, 2009 

Friday Oct 23rd 7PM  

Mesa member Allen Fossenkemper was 
awarded the 2nd Place medal in the Far 
Western District woodshed contest in 
Sacramento last weekend.   Last year he 
obtained first place in the same contest 
but this year he and his foursome were 
cheated out of the win but a ñRegistered 
Quartetò with a fill-in ñFakeò base .  A 
protest was lodged but the winning quar-
tet ran off with the medals before a video 
replay could be done.  Allen went mad 
with frustration! 

Allen with 2nd Place Medal  



AGENDA FOR OCT 1, 2009 

  

7:00  Quartet Clinic 

The old songs - Warm up 

(after the quartets are fin-

ished.)   

7:30 Pick of the chorus ï unit 

sound 

7:40  RISERS  

Hushabye Mnt. 

America the Beautiful  

Home on the Range 

Battle Hymn  

God Bless America 

Who will Buy   

Anybody Here from  

Don't be a Baby 

After Youôve Gone 

A  Little Street 

Heart 

Love at Home 

8:00 Bus meeting Break 

8:15 Yuletide favorites 

 Include quartetsô contribution 

8:45 RISERS: (continue show prac-

tice) 

 

9:15  A Wink and a Smile (Jerry 

9:25 America The Beautiful Over-

lay (different quartets 

9:35 Who will buy (practice unit 

sound)) 

9:45 Basses pick their favorite song 

10:00 Keep The Whole World Sing-

ing 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ñATTACKS AND RELEASESò 

 

Did you ever hear a group sing and 

the timing seemed perfect?  They 

all came in together (attacks) and 

stopped the sound all together 

(releases.)  How do they develop 

that technique?  Here are a few 

hints:  

Repetition, Repetition Repetition.  

They consistently do it the same 

way each time and become accus-

tomed to subtle nuances of the peo-

ple around them.  In quartet or cho-

rus, become aware of the slight 

movement of the person next to you 

as takes a breath, resets, or changes 

volume.  

Diphthongs- many (but not all) 

vowels, have two sounds, a ñtargetò 

sound and a a ñreleaseò sound.  For 

example ñMYò really should sound 

like ñMAHHHH- eeò We have 

practiced staying on the target 

vowel as long as possible for a ring-

ing chord but you we can make use 

of the release sound too.  As we 

move to the ñeeò sound it gives us a 

precise release time.   

 

Watch the director.  Itôs a skill 

that, when developed over time, can 

become almost pleasant.  Remem-

ber, you can minimize looking at 

his face if you watch his hands.  

Challenge him to be deliberate in 

his cutoff.  That makes a good re-

lease. 

 

Repetition: Did I mention repeti-

tion?    

 

Many experts refer to good attacks 

and releases  a being ñtight.ò  (Not 

associated with Jack Daniels or 

Johnny Walker.) 

 

Iôm having fun on Thursdayôs, I 

hope you are too! 

Ray 

 

 

At district I met two men from the 
Bay area who used to sing with Tony 
Pistilli.  They said they were glad he 
left the quartet and moved to Arizona 
because he was the source of a lot of 
friction.   They declined to give their 
names because they reminded me 
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   Agenda from the Director  

THE TORCH NEWSLETTER 

Ray in his new OK Chorale hat and 

jacket.  Trying to appeal to a wider 
audience.  He got these at a bargin 

price on his trip back east. 

Whatsamottayou?  


